
Why I am running 
 

New Haven needs choices. On election day 
this year, most New Haven wards will have 
only one candidate running for alder. Is 
this how our democracy should work? 
   We are a one-party town strongly in need 
of independent voices in City government. 
The Board of Aldermen needs to be an 
independent branch of government that 
can provide a meaningful check on 
Mayoral policies. 
 

Major issues 
 

Taxes. We can only rein in the ever 
increasing burden of property taxes on 
both renters and homeowners by making 
financial oversight of City expenditures an 
ongoing and transparent activity of the 
Board of Aldermen. 
   Will a project require debt service? How 
much? How long? Will a project require 
outlandish giveaways to the developer? Are 
we locating non tax-producing projects 
where revenue producing businesses want 
to build? 
   As an independent Alderman I will not 
flinch from asking these questions, and I 
will work to set up structures that make 
this type of oversight part of the day to day 
business of the Board, not a year end 
exercise in futility. 

Economic and Downtown 
Development. For many years, New 
Haven has been addicted to the Big Project 
concept of economic development. Many, 
if not most, of these projects have failed, 
costing the City and its taxpayers untold 
millions of dollars. Downtown is the 
graveyard of many such failed projects: the 
Coliseum, Malley’s, Macy’s, and the former 
Chapel Square Mall as examples. 

   The current Mayor has learned little 
from these failures as shown by his 
advocating a Convention Center – which 
are proven failures all across the country 
– on the Coliseum site, and by his attempt 
at the Long Wharf Mall development. 
   Economic Development is best accom-
plished by small, incremental projects 
that promote an appropriate mix of small, 
medium, and large businesses.  These 
kinds of projects are more easily adjusted 
to changing economic conditions than the 
one-shot developments that have failed in 
the past.  
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About Allan Brison 
 

Allan Brison and his wife, Betsy 
Goldberg, are homeowners in the East 
Rock community of New Haven where 
they live with their teenage daughter, 
Diana, and Betsy’s mother, Evelyn. Allan 
is a former computer programmer / 
analyst, more recently serving his family 
as a stay-at-home dad involved in the 
home schooling of his children. Betsy is 
the manager of the Fair Haven branch of 
the New Haven Free Public Library 
system. They have lived on Everit Street 
since 1997. 
 

Crime. Crime is up. ID-Net was a failure. 
It is time to bring back Community 
Policing. It made our City safer in the 
1990’s and it can do so again now. 

Education.  An independent, elected, 
Board of Ed, smaller class sizes, 
especially in the earlier years, and the 
transfer of little used and highly paid 
assistant principal positions into 
classroom teacher slots, would help 
improve education in our City. 

Environment.  I advocate signing on to 
the Cool Cities program of conserving 
energy and reducing greenhouse gasses. 
   New Haven should join Wallingford, 
and other towns, as a MUD (Municipal 
Utility District), thus being able to bypass 
the for-profit utilities. MUDs are able to 
provide electricity at more affordable 
rates than the utility’s Standard Offer. 
   I call for implementing proven, cost-
effective methods of Traffic Demand 
Management including building up 
Public Transportation and encouraging 
bicycling access. This would mitigate the 
need for new parking facilities and 
reduce asthma and other respiratory 
diseases, thus saving the city consider-
able health care costs and improving the 
quality of life for city residents.  

- - - - - - 

See www.allanbrison.org for a more 

detailed account of these and other issues. 
- - - - - - 

Vote for Allan Brison  

on November 6! 

- - - - - - 

For absentee ballots, voter registration 

forms, to give feedback, or to volunteer, 

call 

Brison for Alder 

782-6808 

 

 
 
 
 

 
On November 6 

ELECT 

An Independent Voice for 

ALDERMAN 10th WARD 

 

 
 

ALLAN BRISON 
 

I will never forget that  
an Alder’s main responsibility  
is to his constituents, not to 
political power brokers. 
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